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Abstract

History, in the hands of the victor, is often a weapon. In Keralam, where the academic and cultural
narrative has been monopolised by Marxist historians for over six to seven decades, the legacy of
Bharatha Késari Mannathu Padmanabhan has suffered a calculated and strategic reductionism.
He is conveniently pigeonholed as a ‘caste leader’ or merely the founder of the Nair Service Society
(NSS). This labeling is a deliberate act of erasure. It hides the inconvenient truth: that Mannam was
a fierce proponent of the Bharatiya Drishti, a unifying force for the entire Hindu Samajam, and
the most formidable bulwark against the Communist takeover of Keralam. This paper digs out the
hushed-up truth of his life, his spiritual bond with the RSS, his reverence for Veer Savarkar, and his
crusade against the alien ideology of Marxism, to present Mannathu Padmanibhan not just as a

social reformer, but as a colossus of Hindu Nationalism.

1. Introduction - The Great Reductionism

For decades, the cultural space of Keralam has been suffocated by a narrative that glorifies the
‘Kerala Model” while deliberately obscuring the contributions of nationalist leaders who did not fit
the Left-Liberal mould. In this distorted history, Mannathu Padmanibhan is acknowledged only so
far as his work benefited the Nair community. His broader vision for a united Hindu society is

meticulously airbrushed from textbooks.

Why is this done? It is because Mannam’s life offers a direct counter-narrative to the false claim that
social reform in Keralam was the exclusive gift of progressive Leftists. Mannam proved that
Sanitana Dharma has the internal capacity to reform itself without the need for foreign ideologies
like Communism or missionary intervention. By framing him solely as a ‘Nair leader’, mainstream
historians attempt to neutralise his potent message of Hindu unity, a message that poses a direct

threat to the vote-bank politics of the present day.

To understand the real Mannam, we must strip away these colonial and Marxist layers. We must
look at him through the lens of national interest. We find a man who, in 1959, brought a tyrannical
Communist regime to its knees. We find a man who declared that "Hindutva is Nationalism" long

before it became a political slogan.



2. The Early Fire - The Ambalappuzha Declaration (1922)

The popular timeline of the Temple Entry movement in Keralam often revolves around the
Vaikom Satyagraha (1924) and the eventual Temple Entry Proclamation (1936). However, the
seeds of this revolution were sown much earlier by Mannam, a fact often relegated to the footnotes

to maintain the supremacy of other political actors.

Two years before the famous Vaikom Satyagraha, in 1922, Mannathu Padmanabhan shook the
foundations of orthodoxy at the NSS Conference in Ambalappuzha. With a moral conviction
that frightened the status quo, he passed a historic resolution demanding that all Hindus, regardless

of caste, be allowed entry into temples.'

Image 1: Mannathu Padmanabhan

This was not mere political posturing. Mannam believed that the practice of untouchability was a
rot eating away at the vitals of Hindu society, making it vulnerable to conversion by predatory
faiths. He did not wait for the government to act. In a move that displayed his absolute integrity, he
opened his own family temple at Perunna to all Hindus, including those from the so-called 'lower

castes'.
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This act demolishes the lie that Upper Caste Hindus were universally opposed to reform until
forced by British laws or agitators. Mannam showed that the cure for social evils lies within the
society itself. He was not a 'revolutionary’ who wanted to burn down the temple; he was a

Dhirmic warrior who wanted to open its gates.

3. The Captain of Unity - The Savarna Jatha (1924)

When the Vaikom Satyagraha began in 1924, the narrative was often spun that it was a struggle of
the 'oppressed against the oppressors'. Mannam shattered this binary. He realised that for the

agitation to succeed, the support must come from the so-called 'upper castes’ themselves.

On November 1, 1924, Mannathu Padmanibhan began the historic Savarna Jatha (Procession
of Caste Hindus). Starting from Vaikom with approximately 500 volunteers, he marched on foot
to the capital, Thiruvanamthapuram.2 As the Captain of this march, he did not seek power; he

sought justice for his Hindu brethren.

By the time the Jatha reached the capital, it had swelled into a roaring sea of humanity. Mannam
submitted a memorandum signed by over 25,000 Savarna Hindus to the Regent Maharani Sethu
Lakshmi Bayi, demanding the opening of temple roads to all.’ This was the moment the "Caste
Hindu" myth collapsed. Mannam had successfully weaponised the conscience of the Nairs to fight
for the rights of the Ezhavas and Pulayas, proving that Hindu unity was not a utopia, but an

achievable reality.

4. The Experiment of Unity - The Hindu Maha Mandalam

Post-independence, the political landscape of Keralam began to fracture along communal lines.
The organised strength of the Church and the consolidated vote bank of the Muslim League gave
them disproportionate bargaining power. In contrast, the Hindu majority was fragmented, fighting

internal battles of caste.

Mannam, with his characteristic foresight, realised that the survival of the Hindu community
depended on shattering these internal walls. In the 1950s, he orchestrated a grand experiment in

social engineering: the Hindu Maha Mandalam.

He reached out to R. Sankar, the stalwart leader of the Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana (SNDP)
Yogam. It was a union of giants. The Nair and Ezhava communities, historically pitted against each

other by colonial divide-and-rule tactics, were brought together on a common platform.4
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Mannam famously declared that "Nair" and "Ezhava" were but different names for the same Hindu
blood. Although the Hindu Maha Mandalam was eventually undermined by political
machinations, its formation remains a testament to Mannam’s core philosophy: Samajik
Samarasata (Social Harmony). He understood that a divided Hindu society was easy prey for both

conversion squads and Communist atheism.

5. The Saffron Bond - Mannam, The Sangh, and Savarkar

This is perhaps the most carefully suppressed chapter of his life. The secular establishment recoils at
the fact that Mannathu Padmanibhan shared a deep, spiritual, and ideological bond with the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

Mannam did not view the RSS through the jaundiced eye of Nehruvian secularism. He saw it as a
disciplined force necessary for the revitalisation of the nation. He maintained a warm personal

relationship with the second Sarsanghchalak, Guruji Golwalkar.

The Quote that Defined a bond:
When Guruji Golwalkar visited Keralam for his 51st birthday celebrations, Mannam was the first
to welcome him. In a historic speech at a civic reception in Thiruvananthapuram, Mannam stated

with forceful clarity:

"If I were a few years younger, 1 would have donned the shorts and joined the RSS myself. Hindutva is

the only force that can save this nation.”

Honouring the Revolutionary

Furthermore, when the political class of Keralam treated the revolutionary Veer Savarkar as a
pariah, terrified of losing minority votes, it was Mannam who displayed the courage of a lion. He
invited Savarkar to Changanassery and honoured him publicly. He recognised Savarkar not as a

'controversial figure', but as the supreme patriot who gave his life for the Akhanda Bharat.

This alignment was not accidental. Mannam’s nationalism was rooted in the same soil as Savarkar’s
and Golwalkar’s, a belief that India is fundamentally a civilizational state, not a geopolitical

contract created in 1947.

6. Slaying the Red Dragon - The Vimochana Samaram (1959)

The year 1957 marked a dark turn in Keralam’s history with the election of the first Communist

government led by E.M.S. Namboodiripad. Under the guise of 'agrarian reform’ and 'education
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bills'’, the regime began a systematic assault on Hindu institutions and the freedom of private

educational bodjes.

The Communists believed they had conquered Keralam. They forgot they had to contend with

Mannathu Padmanabhan.

In 1959, Mannam spearheaded the Vimdchana Samaram (Liberation Struggle). It was a mass
upsurge unlike anything Keralam had ever seen. Mannam, then in his 80s, travelled the length and
breadth of the state, rousing the sleeping conscience of the people. He identified Communism not
merely as a political opposition, but as an alien ideology incompatible with the spiritual ethos of
Bharat.

Table 1 - Key Data Points of the Vimdchana Samaram

Data Point Details
Mannathu Padmanabhan (Chairman,
Leader of Struggle
Vimochana Samara Samithi)
Turning Point Angamaly Police Firing (June 13, 1959)
7 dead (Gunned down by Communist
Casualties o .
police in Angamaly)
The 'Jeeva Shikha' March (July 1959) to
Key March ) )
Trivandrum Secretariat
Dismissal of the EMS Ministry on July 31,
Outcome 1959

The Communists unleashed police brutality, famously culminating in the Angamaly Firing

where seven innocent protesters were gunned down.

- The New Indian Express
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Image 2: The Price of Liberation. Photo Courtesy: Granthappura Archives®

Yet, Mannam did not flinch. He famously vowed to tether a white horse at the Secretariat once the

Communists were ousted, a promise he symbolically fulfilled.

This victory was not just political; it was a civilizational victory. It prevented Keralam from

becoming a complete totalitarian state in the mould of Eastern Europe.
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Image 3: A People’s Revolution. Photo Courtesy: Granthappura Archives.’

Rare archival snapshots of the Vimochana Samaram revealing its massive scale. (Left) Thousands
of volunteers, including women, marching to court arrest; (Top Right) Elderly veterans, including
Mannathu Narayanan, the brother of Mannathu Padmanabhan, standing defiant before their
arrest in Changanassery; (Bottom Right) Young students in Thalassery bearing the fresh wounds
of a brutal police lathi-charge. A testament to how Mannam united every generation against the

regirne.
7. Honours and Recognitions - The Nation Bows

Mannathu Padmanibhan’s contributions were too colossal to be ignored, even by a system that was
often at odds with his ideology. His recognition was not just official; it was deeply personal to the

millions he liberated.
A. The Title 'Bharatha Késari' (1959)

Following the success of the Vimochana Samaram, Mannam was hailed as the saviour of Keralam.

On August 9, 1959, in a grand public gesture that reflected the will of the people, he was
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conferred the title "Bharatha Késari" (The Lion of India). While this title emerged from the
popular acclaim of a grateful society, it was widely acknowledged by national leaders, including the
President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, who recognised Mannam's pivotal role in preserving

democracy.10
B. The Padma Bhushan (1966)

The Government of India officially recognised his lifetime of service to the nation by awarding him
the Padma Bhushan in 1966. This award was a definitive recognition of his lifelong dedication to

social reform, education, and national integration.11
C. The Commemorative Stamp (1989)

To immortalise his legacy, India Post issued a commemorative postage stamp on January 2, 1989,

marking his birth anniversary.

® Denomination: 60 Paise
e Description: The stamp features a portrait of Mannam, acknowledging him as a "Social

Reformer” and a freedom ﬁghter.12
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Image 4: The 1989 Commemorative Stamp of Mannathu Padmanabhan

These honours were not merely for a "community leader"; they were for a Nationalist who stood

for the integrity of Bharat.
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8. The Final Mission - Vivekananda Kéndra

Mannam’s service to the nation continued until his very last breath. When Eknath Ranade, a
senior RSS Pracharak, embarked on the Herculean task of constructing the Vivékananda Rock
Memorial in Kanyakumari, he faced immense bureaucratic hostility from the central government

and local Tamil politics.

Eknathji needed a leader of unimpeachable stature to head the committee. He turned to Mannathu

Padmanibhan.

Despite his advanced age and failing health, Mannam accepted the presidency of the All India
Vivékananda Kéndra Committee. He viewed Swami Vivékananda as the awakening soul of
India. He threw his weight behind the project, ensuring that the memorial which stands today as a

beacon of Hindu resurgence was completed despite the hurdles.”

This final act connects the dots of his life: from opening a family temple in Perunna to building a

national monument in Kanyakumari. The journey was always about the glory of the Hindu Samaj.

9. Conclusion - The Legacy We Must Reclaim

To remember Mannathu Padmanabhan merely as the founder of the NSS is an insult to his

memory. He was a Rashtra Rishi.

At a time when 'Secularism’ has become a code word for anti-Hindu appeasement, Mannam’s life

offers a roadmap for the future. He taught us that:

Reform is Internal: Social reform must come from within the Dharmic framework.
Unity is Strength: Caste unity is the prerequisite for political power.

Vigilance is Essential: Communism is an existential threat to the Indian way of life.

el e

Nationalism is Non-Negotiable: One can be a proud Hindu and a proud Indian

simultaneously; in fact, one necessitates the other.

As Samvit Kéndra documents this history, we dedicate ourselves to tearing down the false narratives
that have obscured his true stature. It is our duty to reinstate him on the pedestal of National
Heroes, ensuring that the coming generations know him not as a leader of a caste, but as the
Bharatha Keésari - the Lion of India.
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